MARCH 11, 1989 



Hal Verb 

p - 0. l&g 

6m Francisco. CA 9410) 

hal v/eieberg, 

ROUTE 12 

FREDERICK, MD. 2.1701 



DEAR HAL, 

A, 3 YOU REQUESTED I’M EH CLOSING ANOTHER COPY OF CLINTON 
BENNETT * S PIECE ON THE FBI PUBLISHED BY HALDEM AN- JULIUS. YOU CAN 
JUST KEEP THIS COPY - NO HEED TO RETURN IT TO ME, I MADE A FEW 
EXTRA COPIES ANTICIPATING THAT THERE WOULD BE REQUESTS FOR IT. 

THE SAME DAY 1 RECEIVED YOUR LETTER I RECEIVED A LETTER 
FROM SOMEONE FAMILIAR WITH HALDEMAN-JUL1US HAVING TO DO WITH A 
MOVE BY THE NOTORIOUS SENATOR JOE MCCARTHY WHO EITHER HELD OR WAS . 
ABOUT TO HOLD ''STAR CHAMBER HEARINGS 1 ’ ON HALDEM AN-JULI US . IF SO, 

IT HAD TO BE BEFORE HALDEMAN- J WLIU S DIED (IN A SWIMMING POOL AC- 
CIDENT, JULY, 19:31). THE SOURCE 1 GOT IT FROM SENT ME AN ARTICLE 
APPEARING IK A PUBLICATION KNOWN AS ''BOOK MART "OF FEB/MAR., 1984. 

IT'S AUTHOR WAS MERRITT CLIFTON WHOM I NEVER HEARD OF. I’V WRITTEN 
I MI SOURCE TO SEE IF HE CAN TELL ME MORE ABOUT THIS, HAVE YOU HEARD 
I O'? EITHER THIS PUBLICATION OR HIM? IF IT TURNS OUT TO BE TRUE IT’LL 
ADD ONE MORE INTRIGUING ASPECT OF EHJ’S AWAKING CAREER, THE ARTICLE 
, STATED THAT EHJ WAS A "PRIMARY TATGET" OF JOLTIN’ JOE. IT ADDS THAT 
EHJ "FOUGHT BACK WITH INVECTIVE AND EXPOSES". THE ARTICLE ALSO RE- 
1 FERS TO THE BENNETT PIECE SO THE AUTHOR WAS APPARENTLY FAMILIAR 
ENOUGH WITH EHJ TO KNOW A BIT MORE ABOUT HIM THEN THE CONVENTIONAL 
STUFF' THAT HE WAS A PUBLISHER OF "LITTLE BLUE BOOKS" AND LITTLE 
ISL.SE. I HOPE I CAN OBTAIN MORE INFO ON THIS FROM MY SOURCE. 

SPEAKING ABOUT SOURCES 1 HaD WRITTEN THE GIRARD, KANSAS 
LIBRARY AND ASKED THE LIBRARIAN THERE (SHE’S ALSO THE OFFICIAL 
GIRARD HISTORIAN) AND ASKED HER TO CHECK THE CITY’S PAPER ("THE 
GIRARD PRESS") TO SEE IF SHE COULD FIND ANYTHING THERE ON AN AL- 
LEGED VISIT BY J. EDGAR HOOVER TO GIRARD IN 1991 WHERE HE IS SUP- 
POSED TQHAVE DENOUNCED EHJ * THE LIBRARIAN SAID SHE COULD FIND NO 
RECORD AND SHE CHECKED KITH THE ARCHIVIST OF THE EHJ RECORDS AND 
HE SAID THERE WAS NONE. BUT I {L^pW THAT I. READ SOMEWHERE (I HAVE IT 
IN MY FILES HIT DON’T HAVE THE TIME TO GO THROUGH IT ALL ) AND, OF 
COURSE, THE THING I READ COULD BE TOTALLY IN ERROR BUT I’M NOT EN- 
TIRELY SATISFIED THAT BECAUSE THE HISTORIAN AND THE ARCHIVIST SAY 
THAT THERE IS NO RECORD THAT THERE REALLY IS HONE, IT COULD BE THAT 
THEY SIMPLY RECEIVED BO IB PUT ON THIS. I CAN REMEMBER DISCUSSING 
A LITTLE KNOWN FACT ABOUT EHJ WHEN I DISCUSSED HIM WITH THE EHJ AR- 
CHIVIST (AND HE MAY WELL BE THE BEST INFORMED PERSON IN THE COUNTRY 
ON EHJ) AND HE SAID HE WAS UNAWARE OF THIS FACT, WHAT IT WAS IS THAT 
EHJ HAD APPEARED AS A BIT ACTOR AROUND 1912 IN A MOVIE. AT THE TIME 
I COULDN’T RECALL WHERE 2: HAD SEEK IT BUT AFTERWARDS I FOUND IT IN 
A PIECE EHJ WROTE FCR HIS NEWSPAPERESE AMERICAN FREEMAN". THE AR- 
CHIVIST HAS ALL THE COPIES OF THIS PAPER AT THE ARCHIVES AND HE MAY 
EITHER HAVE READ IT AND FORGOTTEN IT OR NOT HAVE READ IT AND THERE- 
FORE COULD ALSO STATE THAT HE "HAD HO RECORD" OF IT. 



I WAS INTRIGUED BY WHAT YOU WROTE ABOUT FLETCHER PROUTY CON- 
FIRMING WHAT YOU HAD TO SAY IN YOUR ''NATION*' AND. YES I 

DID NOTICE THAT KBHtIHD HAD NOT ANSWERED YOUR SPECIFIC .POINTS. 

I THINK YOU ‘RE QUITE RIGHT THAT NAVA SKY WON* T PUBLISH PROUTY’S 
COMMENTS EVEN IF IT WERE AN ARTICLE. ALEXANDER COCK BURN HAS HAD 
MORE THAN HIS SHARE OF RUN-INS WITH NAVASKY /BOUT GETTING IM*- 

fiAY IN : ' TFFi NATION". AND I CERTAINLY THINK WHAT 
3S?-J^« E -r«° SAY iS 0y TBE UTMOST IMPORTANCE. I‘M ALSO INTERESTED IN 
KNOWING IF THERE WERE ANY "POSITION PAPERS" PUBLISHED ABOUT THE IBS 
RECENT MOSCOW MEETING ON THE MISSILE CRISIS. THE MAINSTREAM PAPERS 
HERE, AS USUAL, WERE UP TO THEIR USUAL STANDARD OF INEFFECTIVENESS 
AND INABILITY Tffi COME TO GRIPS WITH THE ENTIRE AFFAIR. THE LEFT J9S- 
DJJ) NOT PLACE VERY MUCH EMPHASIS ON THAT MEETING. 

RETURNING TO THAT BERN'ETT PIECE OK THE FBI AGAIN WHEN I 
TJTK ARCHIVIST (HIS NYJfE IS GEHE DEGRUSON) HE MENTIONED 

xO ME TxiAT HE KNEW OF TWO PERSONS WHO HAD BEEN EXPLORING THE AREA 
R^ ATIO KSiilP WITH mi. HE TOLD ME ABOUT ONE RESEARCHER 
S,S?^m£ TTEN T0 SW^-GET EH J * S FBI FILE UTILIZING THE FREEDOM OF IN- 
ROWATJON ACT BUT THEY SIMPLY TOLD HIM THAT THEY COULDN'T RELEASE 
The DOCUMENTS GIVING HIM NO REASON, I POINTED OUT TO THE ARCHIVIST 
2S22& REASON HAD TO BE GIVEN BUT ALL ME COULD TELL ME WAS THAT 
^- N «* W £^ alV3SN * 1 £0PE - 1 ' 0 GE1 *08* FROM THE ARCHIVIST IN THE FUTURE 

{, ' AB AND WflAT KE IFLL ME, ANOTHER THING 

THc, ARCHIVIST TOLD ME WAS ABOUT A WOMAN RESEARCHER WHO WAS ALSO IN- 
VESTIGATING HOOVER'S ROLE. GENE DEGRUSON SAID THAT THIS WOMAN HAD 
TOLD HIM THAT , SHE WAS FOLLOWED AROUND BY A MAN SHE LATER CAME TO 
REALISE WAS ANlAGENT ASSIGNED TO "TRAIL" HER* CHE SAID THAT ON FOUR 

C -S E 5?-n I S S“- SRE ?AW A HANDSOME GMJTL 1 SJEK AT THE SAME PLACES sll 
»Au> AND ON Ct:.h OCCASION SHE EVEN SPOKE TO HIM. 

„.. Tm ., r ,*'Y E BEEN IN TOUCH WITH WILLIAM RYAN WHO IS SUPPOSED TO DO 
AN INTERVIEW WITH YOU. i TOLD HIM TO MENTION YOUR EFFORTS IN GETTING 
DOCUME??TS UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT AND ALSO SUGGESTED S 
THAT HE PARTICULARLY ask QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW YOU WENT ABOUT GET* 
H' A '9 J19 UR3? EVIDENCE AfpPART OF THE OFFICIAL RECORD. I NOTED HOW 
you LAD OFFERED EVIDENCE SHOWING UP THE COMPLETE DISHONESTY OF THE 
FBI WHEN THEY HAD THEIR" DAY IN COURT". u* xnju 

I,M SURE YOU RECEIVED ONE ALSO EUT DAVE LI ETON SENT ME A 

brochure on his 23 minute video on his interviews of witnesses con- 
cerning THE AUTOPSY. I HAD SEEK THIS VIDEO LAST YEAR WHEN I WAS^IN 
THE LOS AIJGM.ES AREA AND STOPPED OFF TO SEE HIM AT HIS APARTMENT. 

WE^DBO?^ 10 TEE SME PLAGE EK EAD MW YEARS AGO. EAVE^U SEEN 

wvrrTO I »ET PAUL HOOH RECENTLY ( WE WERE BOTH AT A LECTURE IN 
BERKELEY NOT ON THE 05VC THING BUT ON CUBA). PAUL ALSO SENT ME A 
COPY OF THE ARTICLE THAT APPEARED ON HIM IN / RECENT POSTON PAPER 
BY BOB KATZ. I’M SURE YOU'E SEEN IT BY NOW. ' 

„ Tmiri BY THE WAY I RECENTLY SAW A VERY GOOD MOVIE, • "THE TRUE BE- 

actor james woods .whom i admire, til-ire was a very bribt 

^?2r X S^ F THE JSK ASSASSINATION BUT ONLY IN PASSING. TJIE REFERENCE 
C^B WHEN WOODS -PLAYING THE PART OF A LAWYER INVESTIGATING A FRAME- 
^ “'INDUCTED BY THE LOCAI, POLICE AND THE D.A.-USES A WITNESS WHO 
BAW A MURDER AND TESTIFIED THAT THE ALLEGED PERSON BEING FRAMED WAS 
2£>£ THE PERSON THE STATE SAYS IT IS, TIIE STATE'S CASE TRIES TO SHOW 



THAT THIS WIN ESSES CLAIM IS FLAWED BE CAUSE HE IS AN INMATE OF A 
MENTAL INSTITUTION AND WHILE THERE WAS CLAIMING THAT THE BEIL TELE- 
PHONE WAS REALLY BEHIND THE JFK ASSASSINATION AND THAT IIE COULD" PROVE" IT 
UNDER THE COACHING OF WOODS THE MENTAL PATIENT WHEN ASKED ON THE STAND 
JUST WHO HE THOGHT MURDERED JFK REPLIED WITHOUT HESITATION AND WITHOUT 
QUALIFICATION THAT IT WAS LEE HARVEY OSWALD. THIS OBVIOUSLY PIT THE 
STATE ON THE DEFENSIVE AND MADE TEEM UNABLE TO COUNTER WOODS WITNESS*, 
AFTER ALL j AND AS WOODS WELL KNEW .THE STATE WAS NOT ABOUT TO QUESTION 
THE WINE SS STATING THAT IT WAS OSWALD WHICH WAS THE OFFICIAL GOV$T 
POSITION. QUESTION THE STATE ON THIS AND ANY POSITION THE STATE TOOK 
WOULD BE OPEN TO DOUBT , NATURALLY THEY DIDN'T. IT TURNS OUT THAT THE 
WITNESS M£ CORECT AND THAT THE STATE* S POSITION UPHOLDING THE FRAME- 
HP SLOWLY UNRAVELLED AND BECAME TOTALLY UNTENABLE. THE ALLUSION TO THE 
JfX CASE BEING HELD UP AS ANOTHER STATE* S OFFICIAL POSITION ON ANOTHER 
MURDER CASE WAS NOT LOST, 3. THINK , UPON THE AUDIENCE, 

I RECENTLY RECEIVED A MAGAZINE WHICH WAS ADVERTISED IN THE 
"MOTHER JONES" MAGAZINE. IT !S ENTITLED "REVELATIONS" AND COSTS #5.00-. <H® 
IT IS PUBLISHED BY SOME COMPANY CALLED "INTO THE NIGHT NEWS" IN BROOK- 
LYN. HAVE YOU SEEK IT? I HAVEN* T HAD A CHANCE T© GO THROUGH IT ALL. 

THE ORIGINAL PUBLISHING FIRM IS LISTED AS BEING IN LONDON UNDER THE 
i NAME OF "CIRCUIT COMMUNICATIONS, LTD." 

I HAVE NOT YET HAD A CHANCE TO CONTACT JIM WHITE. THIS WEEK-lg^ 
END IS A PRETTY BUSY OB25 FOR ME. PERHAPS NEXT WEEK-END. 

ONE FINAL THING BEFORE I FORGET . IK HIS LETTER TO ME ABOUT 
EHJ WILLIAM RYAN MENTIONED ELMER GERTZ WHO DEFENDED RUBY, OF COURSE, 
l AT HIS TRIAL. PYAN MENTIONED GERl'Z BECAUSE (J15RTZ HAD ONCE WRITTEN SEV- 
ERAL ARTICLES FOR EIIJ»S PUBLICATIONS. I HAD KNOWN THAT ABOUT GERTZ 
\ PRIOR TO RYAN WRITING ME. PYAN SAYS HE HAS A "CLOSE FRIENDSHIP" WITH 
GERTZ, ANOTHER INTEREST J.N6' THING ABOUT GERTZ IS THAT HE HELPED DEFEND 
HENRY MILLER IN "THE TROPIC OF CANCER" BOOK CENSORSHIP CASE* I POINTED 
PUT TO RYAN IN MY LETTER THAT MILLER WAS A BIG ADMIRER OF EHJ AND WROTE 
LETTERS OF APPROVAL WHICH EHJ PRINTED IN HIS PAPER, "THE AMERICAN FREE- 
MAN", 

WELL, BETTER CLOSE NOW SO I CAN GET THIS IN THE MAIL TDAY, 



